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AREA 1:
READING & RESPONDING:
NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR

Chapter 1
GENRE

A novel is a long or extended work of fiction, written in prose, usually 1

of astory. Itis

reality. Fictional works of any kind may be pa
some imaginary content. Fiction is largel
all fiction is necessarily artistic.

Most novels contain the following qualiti
Intended as entertainment [but may

T i C
ale is too b

Genre: Political Satire.

Nineteen Eighty-Four is a dystopian novel that points out the dangers of a totalitarian society.
While it is fictional, it attempts to be didactic [instructional] and realistic about the themes that it
addresses.

Satire is a form of writing in which the subject, in this case, Stalin’s USSR, is criticized through
ridicule.
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1.1 Title

A novel’s title can often be revealing and may give direct and/or indirect indications of the genre and
aspects of the plot, characters and/or themes. There is considerable comment about the title of
Nineteen Eighty-Four:
e The novel is about a future society in the not-too-distant future — a novel about how society
might be very soon.
e The title is named after the centenary of the Fabian society, a socialist political organization
formed in 1884.
e The original title was The Last Man in Europe, but the publish
the novel's marketing.

gested a change to assist

VN

The title:
Regardless of the theories surrounding its name, the novel’s relevance is that it is about society in
the not-too-distant future: so, a novel about how society might be very soon.

1.2 Audience

hom he is writing
can often be useful to

A writer will have a target audience in mind whe

for, who share an interest in the genre orhe theme
help determine who the audience may b

Audience:
Orwell wrote political novels, particularly about the nature of totalitarian societies.

\

on. Often, the purpose can be recognized, especially in
address particular issues. The novel is about the
itical and social power.

1.3 Purpose

A writer will write a

relation t themes, @
nature cture of s@

Purpose:
To explore the nature and structure of totalitarian societies and notions of social and political power.
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